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CueHbl n3 cepun "Cynbba", roe 3eHa BUCUT Ha KpecTe, a ee Horu cnomarbl. KTo-T1o
roBOpWT, HET, BepHUTE Hasaa. [ossnsgeTtcsa kapTuHa, roe 3eHa cobnasHsert Llesaps Ha
kopabne, npegnaras emy COTpyOHNYECTBO.

Llesapb cTonT nepen Tkaukmm ctaHkom Cyneb (He 3Hato, Kak ewe 310 0603Bathb). OH
3axBatun Tpex 6oruHb. Llesapb ocmaTpuBaeT ctaHok. Cyabbbl FOBOPSAT EMY, HTO OH HE MOXET
n3MeHNTb MUp. OH OTBEYaeT, YTO elle Kak MoXeT. EMy He o4eHb-TO HpaBuTCs ero cynbba, a ¢
Tex nop, kak Anga Het B Llapctee MepTBbIx, TaM TBOpPUTCS YepT-3HaeT-470. U Llezapio
yoanocb cbexaTb oTTyaa n nobpatbcst o xpama Cyneb. Tpu 60rmHM roBopsit, YTO €CNK OH
N3MEHNT NIMHUIO XMN3HN 3eHbl, OH TEM CaMblM U3MEHNT BECCYETHOE KOIMYECTBO APYruX
XunaHen. Llesapb, Hanneeas Ha UX CNoBa, Nepepe3aeT HUTb 3eHbl, U Ta HAYMHAEeT BNNeTaTbCs
B TKaHb 3aHOBO...

...BpyT noaxoaut k Lie3apto n coobuwaet, 4T0 nocnaHHnky mmpa Jlao Ma npubbinu. BHesanHo
XEHLNHA B YEPHOM KOXaHOM KOCTIOME U LWEeMe, 3aKpbiBaOLWEM L0, BEPXOM Ha YEpPHOWA
nowanw, BpbiBaeTcs B BopoTta. OHa pasbpacbiBaeT CTPaXHNKOB, n3naet 60eBol KNy 3eHbl 1
cnpbirmeaet ¢ nowaawn. MNMoaxoaut k Llesapto n, cHumas wnem, rosoput: "Mown VMimnepatop”.
"Mos VimnepaTtpuua",-npusetcTteyeT Llesapb... 3eHy.

B tpoHHOM 3ane Llesapb coobwaet 3eHe, 4TO cneunanbHO AN Hee OH Nprkasan NpuesesTn 13
AdovH Tpynny, KOTOpas NoKaxeT HOBYIO Mbecy. 3eHa yX0auT.

MosiBnsaoTcs npeactasutenm Kutasa. OHu Bpy4datoT Liesapto ceutok. OH roBOpuT, 4To
npvHUMaeT npennoxeHne MmpHoro gorosopa ¢ Kutaem. Bxoaut Beicwasa Xpuua Puma, Anti.
OHa ybrBaeT Nocnoe cuol MbiCAn, NOKa3biBas UM pasfnyHble CLIEHbl U3 UX Xn3Hei. "Lienas
XW3Hb, NonHas 601K, 3a 0ANH MOMEHT", -C HacnaxAeHnem ropoput xpuua. Llesapb
noHMMmaeT, 4To 3eHa npaea: ANty o4eHb aMbrumnosHa.

MmnepaTtopckas 4yeTta oTnpaBnsgeTcs Ha npeacTaBneHne. 3eHe OHO O4eHb HpasuTcs. Mbeca
HasbiBaeTcd "MMagwwnin aHren". Nocne nbecbl NPeacTaBnaloT ee apTopa. Yragamrte ¢ Tpex
MONbITOK..., pasymeeTcs, [abpuanb (NpuyeM, B Hapsiae 6oraToi pUMASIHKA U C ONVHHbIMM
Bonocamn). [esylwka bnarogapuT 3putenei 3a npuem 1 ceoero Myxa ektopa 3a
HeoUEeHMMYI0 NoMOLLb 1 nooaepXxky. 3eHa n Mabpuanb obMeHnBatoTcs B3rnsgamu. Llesapb
3710 3ameyaeT. Kak n Antw.

Ha Beuepe nocne nbecol Liesapb pasrosapmsaeT ¢ AnTu, koTopasi MHTepecyeTcs, cTepaa
HepnobuTas, 4yto Nnpoucxoant Mexay 3eHoi n Mabpuanb. Te Xe camo3abBeHHO 0bcyxaaroT
nbecy. MosiBnsieTcst bpyT, oH goknagbiBaeT Liesapto o ToM, 4To obHapyxun roctein n3 Kutas
MEPTBbLIMU, 1 4TO yOuiiLbl rae-To nobamsocTu.

3eHa 1 Llesapb B cBomx nokosix. Llesapb yxoant no aeny. 3eHa BbIxoanT Ha 6ankoH. OHa
BuanT Nabpuanb. Ta cnerka knaHgetca n yxoamt. 3a cnuHoin 3eHbl nossnsetcsa Antu. OHa
roBOpPUT, 4TO Yy Hee Bbino BuaeHne o 3eHe n abpuanb, 1 4To oHa Buaena, KAK 3eHa cMoTput
Ha Monoayto nucatenbHuuy. Xpuua rosoput, 410 3eHa CTOUT y Hee Ha nyTu. paka. Antn
xBaTaeT 3eHy 3a rop/fio U NPUMEHSIET CTapbI TPIOK C AEMOHCTpaumein obpas3os 13
"MapTtoeckux 1a" n opyrux cepuin, roe 3eHy Tsaxeno paHat. Xpuua rosoput, 4To Liesapb n
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Pum 6ynyT npuHapgnexarb ei.

Mosiensitotcs bpyT n Llesapb. OHM oTTackmeaoT AnTu ot 3eHbl. Llesapb xaxneTt ybutb
MEep3KYLo XpuLy Ha MecTe, HO 3eHa xo4eT caenatb 310 NybnmyHo. Mabpranb cHoBa
nosiBnsieTcst Ha 6ankoHe 1 BUOUT, Kak Llesapb 06HMMaeT 1 ycnokamBaeT 3eHy.

Ha cnenytowee yTpo Llesapb oTnpaensiet ctpaxy apectoBatb ["abpuanb. OH roBOpuUT, 4TO
AnTn Ha3Bana aBTopa Nbechkl CBOEN COy4aCTHULEN N HaeMHOW ybuiiuei. [Mabpuans,
Kpuyallyto, 4TO OHa HEBMHOBHA, YBOAUT oxpaHa. O4MH U3 CTpaxHUKOB - I1xxokcep.

B Ttopbme Bonocol Mabpuanb obcTpuratoT. [xokcep roBoput 3eHe, 4TO OONXEH ell 3a
cnaceHue fo4vepw, KotTopas cepbesHo 3abonena B NPOLWIOM roay, 1 KOTOPYIO BbiNeymn
NNYHbIN Bpay 3eHbl No ee npukady. CTpaXHUK oTBOAUT ViMnepaTpuLuy K NneHHon. 3eHa
NpuKasbiBAeT BCEM BbIiiTW, OHM ¢ Tabpnanb pasroBapmBaloT TeT-a-TeT. [abbu roBOpuT, H4TO HU
pa3sy 3a CBOK XW3Hb HE NPUYMHUNA HUKOMY Bpefa. 3eHa roBOpuT, YTO 3HAET 3TO U BEPUT
nesylke, a He Lle3apto. 3eHa rosoput, 4to Nabpranb BepUT, 4TO 3a NOOOBbL CTOUT YMEPETb.
YenoBek, KOTOPbIV Tak cYMTaeT, HE MOXET ObITb youiiLein. PoHOM pasroBopa SBNSETCS 3BYK
CKOnayvnBaeMbIX KpPecToB.

AnTn ackopTupytoT B 6aHn. Tam Xxpuuy yxe nogxunaaet 3eHa. AT roBOpPUT, 4TO HE
obsuHsana Mabpuanb. 3eHa NyapuT WwWaMaHke MO3rv pa3roBopamm O TOM, Kak Xopowo Obl
NPUKOH4YMTL Llesaps n npaBntb PMOM BABOEM, 1 4TO B YECTb 3TOr0 MOXHO NokasaTtb
Oyayler HanapHUUe Napoyky "Tex Becenblx kapTuMHOK". Ta, pa3BecuB YLK, xBaTtaeT 3eHy 1
nokasablBaeT el cueHbl, roe Llesapb npenaet ee. Cpeam npoyero n Mabpuanb, n cTaHoK
Cyneb. AnTu roBopuT, 4TO BUAEHUS HE NpUHagnexart aToMy Mupy. Bxoant L xokcep v
coobwaeT: "Mimnepatpuua, oHn 3abpanun aeBywky".

Fabpuanb npuesidaHa k kpecTy. Llesapb Habnwonaet. BoixoanT 3eHa n nprkasbiBaeT
OCTaHOBUTb KasHb. OHa roBopuT, YTO 3HAET, 4TO CNYy4YMNOCh HA CaMOM Jene, OHa Buaena
MNPABLY ("ucTtuHa roe-to psnom"). OHa 3HaeT, 4To OH BMewancs B cyabbbl Mupa. OHa
npepnaraeT emy Bblbop: oH oTnyckaeT Mabpuanb, 1 Bce MAeT Tak 1 fanblie, OHU NpaBsT
MUPOM BMECTE, UMK OH He oTnyckaeT ["abpuanb, n 3eHa NOXEPTBYET XN3HbIO, YTOObI BEPHYTb
BCe Kak 6bin0 (3eHa y3Hana ot AnTu, 4TO BEPHYTb UCTOPMIO Ha3ad MOryT TONbKO OHa U
Llesapb, npuyeM, He nHaye, kak cCMepTbio). Llesapb nprkasbiBaeT 0cBO60ANTL AEBYLWKY. 3EHA
nonberaeT K Helt U MOMOraeT CnyCcTUTbLCS C KpecTa, Npukasas congatam ybpaTtb OT TO CBOU
rps3Hble nanbl. 3eHa roBopuT OEBYLIKe, 4TO AN5 oHa He ViMnepaTpuua, a apyr. lNMoatomy ons
abpuanb 6yaeT nydywe BepHYTbCA Tyaa, 0TKyaAa oHa npubbina, 1 NpoaonXaTb Nucatb CBOU
Yy OeCHble Mbechl.

Fabpranb roBOPUT, 4TO OHA NUWET O NIOBK, MOTOMY HYTO HUKOrAa NPeXae He UCMbiTbiBana
3TOro 4yyBcTBa. 3eHa roeopuT, 4To PuM He Be3onaceH Ons OeByLKKN, MO3TOMY eli ny4lle
yexaTb. 3eHa BuauT, kak Llesapb 4T0-TO roBopuT cTpaxe.

Antn B anaptameHTax Llesapsa. OH He o4yeHb yamBneH, ysnaes ee. Xpuua roBopuT, 4TO eMy
Hy>XeH 6onee BepHbIi NapTHep, Hexenn 3eHa ;-). iMnepaTtop oTBeyaeT, 0'kell, 4OKaXu MHe
CBOIO NpefaHHOCTb.
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abpuanb yeaxaeT. [Nossnsietca AnTu, xeataeT AEBYLKY U NOKA3blBAET €/ BUAEHUS 4pYroi
Xun3HU. bea 3eHbl, padymeeTcs, He obonTuck. OHa cTpenset B AnTu, HO Ta UCYe3aer.
rabpwanb HeMHOro He B cebe. [1Ba 3aknaTbIx Bpara CHoBa cpaxaroTcs. Henopaneky
NOKa3blBAOTCSH PUMCKME NErMOHEPbl. 3eHe NPUXOAMTCS BUTbCS U ¢ HUMK. [Tabbun HakoHew
npuxoanT B cebsi. 3eHa paHeHa B pyKy U Hory. [abbu nbiTaeTcs [0 Hee AobpaTbes, HO
L>xokcep He faeT el Takol BO3MOXHOCTU. OH roBOpUT €4, YTO OHA HMYEM HE MOXET ceinvac
NMOMOYb MOBEPXXEHHOWN BOUTENbHULIE, @ OH MOXET.

3eHa rosopuT Llesapto, 4To OH cHOBa ee npenan. Ee wWebIpSOT Ha 3eM0 1 NPUBA3bIBAIOT 3a
Horm Kk nowapau. belweHas ckayka (NMOMHUTE, Kak OHa cama BbiTBOpWna 3T1o ¢ Mabpranb B cepun
"The Bitter Suite"). Antn cmeertcs.

Bpyt nooxoouTt k Llesapio n noknagbiBaeT, 4HTO apMus HeLlOBO/IbHA CNOXUBLIMMCS
NONOXEHMEM: OHW NpeaaHbl 3eHe. Llesapb rosoput, Tenepb y Puma bynet HoBas
Nmnepatpuua. 3atem Mimnepatop rosoput BpyTy, 4TO NprBsidaH K HEMY, Kak K Bpaty, u
HaHocuT yaap kuHxanom ("W tol, Llesapb!").

> okcep npueoant Mabbm B kamepy k 3eHe. [leBylka pacckasbiBaeT 3bnTon BONTENbHULE
0 BUAEHUSIX, YTO el nokasana Antu. Tenepb Noapyrv BMecTe, 1 nyctoTa ywna. [abbu
cnpawmvBaeT, 4To npomcxoamnT. 3eHa rosopuT, Llesapb namexHmn Hawy cynbby. [abbw rosopwT,
4TO He No3BONNT 3eHe NornbHyTb. Ta OTBEYaEeT, YTO eCTb BElWU, 3a KOTOPbIE CTOUT YMEpPETb,
XepTBys BCEM, paam nobsun. Bce nponsonaet Tak, kak fonxHo. OHa byneT nobutb
rabpuanb Be4Ho. 3eHa npukasbiBaeT [ xokcepy yBe3Tu Mabpuanb noganbwe ot Puma.
MosiBnsaTCS conmathl 1 3abupatoT ¢ coboii bbiBlyto Vimnepatpuuy.

NueeHb. 3eHy noaBoasaT K KpecTy. Llesapb n Antu HabnonaoT. [abpuanb yeaxaeTt npoyb.
MmnepaTopckast 4yeTa uenyeTtcsl. 3eHy NpuBs3bIBalOT K KpecTy. [1)XoKcep cMOTpuUT, Kak ["abbu
yoanseTcs Bce panbuwe. Llesapb n Antn 3axumnmatorca. Congatbl HaumHaloT 3abmBaTb rBO3au.
AnTun BbIXBaTbIBAET KMHXanN U HaHOCUT yaap Llesapto kak pas B TOT MOMEHT, Korga pacnsatue
3eHbl 3aBeplieHo. Mabpranb Bbe3XxaeT B NyCcTon xpam. 3eHa BUCUT Ha KpecTe. Mabbu Buant
ctaHok Cyne6. Bce Bokpyr nokopexeHo. Cyabbbl BCe ele Tam, B LENSX, FOBOPAT, HTO
6eccunbHbI caenatb 4TO-NMbO, KPOME Kak HabnwaaTtb, Kak HUTU NepenyThiBAIOTCS U CO34al0T
xaoc. [abbwu xBaTaet doaken. AnTu cmeetcs, rnsaas, kak 3eHa ymmpaet Ha kpecTe. Cyapbbl
ymonsitoT Mabpmanb He cxuraTtb NONOTHO, MHa4Ye Bce normbHeT. "[a bynet Tak", - roBopuT
Fabbu 1 nogHocUT cpaken K cTaHky. Bce 06baT0 nnameHem. Cmetowascs Antu obpalaeTcs B
ckenet. 3eHa Ha kpecTe wenyeT: "A nobnio 1ebs, Nabpuans". B3PbIB...

abpuanb bpenet yepes nec. OHa CAbIWKNT CTYK KOMbIT. 3eHa BEPXOM Ha nowaau
noabesxaet 6nmxe. "Tbl BEpPHyNa Haw MUP",-roBOPUT OHa. "$ pewmnna, 4To 3TOT MUP
nydwe",-oteeyaert Ta. "HecMOTps Ha TO, 4TO 34eCb Tbl HE MPOCNABEHHbIA aBTOP
nbec?"-cnpawneaeT BoutenoHuua. "Cnasa? KoMy oHa HyxHa?"-rosoput ["abbu. OHa
BCKakMBaeT Ha fiowanb 1 napoyka yesxaer.
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